
 

CITY OF CORBIN 
Office of Building & Code Enforcement 

805 South Main Street, (606) 523-6507, FAX (606) 523-6500 
                             Sign Permit Application                                    

APPLICATION FOR PERMIT # ________________ 
 

SIGN TYPE: (Check all that apply) 
            FLAT           WINDOW           READER BOARD 
          AWNING          CANOPY           PROJECTING 

          POLE          GROUND           INDIVIDUAL LETTER 
 

1.Property Address:             
 

2.Property Owner:             
Address:                                                                                          Phone:      

 
3.Sign Contractor:             
 Phone:                                      Business License #:      

 
4.Electrician:              
 Phone:      Business License #:      

 
5.TOTAL ESTIMATED COST OF PROJECT (Labor and Materials): $     

 
6.The owner of this property and undersigned do hereby certify that the information and statements given on this 
application, drawings, and specifications are to the best of their knowledge, true and correct. 

 
Signature of Applicant:            
Address:              
Title:           Date:     

 
In accordance with House Bill 1 of the 1996 Extra Sessions of the General Assembly, you required to have Proof of Worker’s 

Compensation insurance or a signed affidavit stating the individual is exempt from the state worker’s compensation laws, prior to the 
issuance of the permit 

                
DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE (OFFICE USE ONLY) 

FEES:           $                           
ZONE:                                  
APPROVAL                       
 
           
Building Inspector    Date  



  
 

409 SIGNS 
 

 
 
409.1 Purpose 

 
The purpose of this section is to promote and protect the public health, welfare, and safety by 
regulating existing and proposed outdoor advertising, billboards, and outdoor signs of all types. 
It is further the intent of this section to protect property values, create a more attractive economic 
and business climate, enhance and protect the physical appearance of the community, and 
preserve the scenic and natural beauty of designated areas. Additionally, this section is designed 
to reduce sign or advertising distraction and obstructions that may contribute to traffic accidents, 
reduce hazards that may be caused by signs overhanging or projecting over public rights-of-
way, and enhance overall community development. 
 
 
409.2 Permits Required 

 
No sign (except as excluded in Section 409.3 as follows) may be constructed, erected, moved, 
enlarged, illuminated, or substantially altered except in accordance with provisions of this 
section. Mere repainting or changing the message of a sign shall not, in and of itself, be 
considered a substantial revision. 
 
 
409.3 Signs Excluded from Permitting 

 
 
The following signs are exempt from regulation under this section: 

 
1. Signs not exceeding four (4) square feet in area that are normally associated  with 

residential use, such as used for property identification, signs on mailboxes, or 
signs related to private parking, trespassing, etc. 

2. Signs erected by or on behalf of or pursuant to the authorization of a 
governmental body, including legal notices, informational signs, traffic, or 
related signs. 

   3. Official signs of a non-commercial nature erected by public utilities. 
4. Flags, pennants, or insignia of any governmental or non-profit organization 

when not displayed in connection with a commercial promotion or as an 
advertising device. 



5. Integral decorative or architectural features of a building or works of art (not 
containing letters, trademarks, moving parts, or lights). 

6. Church bulletin boards or identification signs that do not exceed one per abutting 
street and sixteen (16) square feet in area, and are not internally illuminated. 

7. Signs painted on or otherwise permanently attached to currently licensed motor 
vehicles that are not primarily used as signs. 

8. Signs proclaiming religious, political, or other non-commercial messages that do 
not exceed one per abutting street and sixteen (16) square feet in area, and are 
not internally illuminated. 

9. Real estate signs indicating property for sale, rent, or lease. Such signs may not 
exceed four (4) square feet in area and shall be removed immediately after the 
transaction is completed. 

10. Construction site identification signs. Not more than one sign is allowed per site, 
and it may not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet. Such signs shall not be erected 
prior to issuance of a building permit and shall be removed within ten (10) days 
after occupancy. 

  11. Displays, including lighting, erected in connection with the observance of 
    holidays. Such signs shall be removed within ten (10) days following the 

holidays. 
12. Signs erected in connection with elections or political campaigns. Such signs 

shall be removed within three (3) days following the election or conclusion of 
the campaign. No such sign shall exceed sixteen (16) square feet in surface area. 

1.  Signs indicating a special event, such as a grand opening, fair, carnival,   
circus, festival, or similar event that is to take place on the lot where the sign is 
located. Such signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet. They may not 
be erected sooner than two (2) weeks before the event and must be removed not 
later than three (3) days after the event. 

 
 
409.4 Sign Standards 

 
 
Signs subject to permitting shall meet the following standards: 

 
 
409.41 Types of Signs: 

 
1. Wall or Facade Sign - A sign fastened to or painted on the wall of a building or 
structure in such a manner that the wall becomes the supporting structure or sign surface 
and that does not project more than twelve (12) inches from the building or structure. 

 



2. Freestanding Sign - A sign that is attached to, erected on, or supported by some 
structure (such as a pole or frame) that is not an integral part of or attached to a building 
or other structure whose principal function is other than for support of a sign. 

 
3. Internally Illuminated Sign - A sign where the source of illumination is inside the 
sign and light emanates through the message of the sign rather than being reflected off the 
surface of the sign from an external source. 

 
 4. On-Premise Sign - A sign that draws attention to or communicates information about 

a business, service, commodity, accommodation, attraction, or other enterprise or activity, 
that has the majority of its activities/functions taking place on the premises where the sign 
is located.  No on-premise sign shall be allowed for a site that serves a secondary or 
support role for a business (such as storage).  Only on-premise commercial signs shall be 
allowed within the city limits. No off-premise signs allowed. 

 
5.Temporary Sign - A sign that is used in connection with a circumstance, situation, or 
event that    is designed, intended, or expected to be completed within a reasonably short 
time (not in excess of 15 days. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



409.42 Number of Signs 
 
 
For the purpose of determining the number of signs, a sign shall be considered to be 
a display surface or display device containing elements organized, related, and 
composed to form a unit. A two-sided or multi-sided sign shall be regarded as one 
sign. 

 
Property having more than one street frontage shall be allowed one freestanding sign 
per street frontage. A shopping center or other multiple business building shall be 
limited to one freestanding sign per street frontage. An outlet within a shopping center 
shall be allowed a separate freestanding sign. 

 
Each individual business shall be allowed one wall sign per street frontage. 

 
409.43 Sign Dimensions - In commercial and industrial zones, each business or 
industry shall be permitted one wall sign per street frontage. The dimensions of the 
wall sign shall not exceed one and one-half (1 1/2) square feet of sign area for each 
linear foot of building space for the individual business or industry. Where two street 
frontages are involved, the total area of wall signs shall not exceed two hundred and 
fifty (250) square feet. 

 
The maximum surface area of a freestanding sign shall be two hundred and fifty (250) 
square feet, with the exception of a commercial area that is within sight or within 
2000 feet, whichever is greater, of the interstate right- of-way, here the maximum 
sign surface area shall not exceed three hundred (300) square feet. 

 
The maximum height of freestanding signs shall be sixty (60) feet, except in a 
commercial area that is within sight or within 2000 feet, whichever is greater, of the 
interstate right-of-way, where the maximum height shall be eighty (80) feet. 

 
 
409.5 Setback Requirements 

 
 
A freestanding sign shall conform to the appropriate setback requirements of the zoning 
district in which it is located. If there is no minimum yard requirement indicated, the 
minimum setback from the street pavement edge shall be fifteen (15) feet. At the 
intersection of major collector or arterial streets, the minimum setback for signs will be 
twenty (20) feet from the right-of-way line. 

 
 

 



 
 
 
409.6 Temporary Signs 

 
 
All temporary signs not excluded in Section 409.3 shall require a permit. No temporary 
sign shall exceed fifty (50) square feet in display area. Mobile or portable signs are a special 
type of temporary sign and must meet the following requirements: 

 
   1. Mobile signs shall be permitted in C-1, C-2, I-1, and I-2 districts. 

 
2. Mobile signs shall not extend higher than eight (8) feet above the surface 

on which they are located. 
3. Mobile signs shall not be placed in such a way as to create a safety hazard 

or impede traffic flow. They shall not be placed any closer than fifteen (15) 
feet to the edge of the pavement. 

4. Each individual business or individual parcel of property shall be permitted 
only one mobile sign. 

5. Mobile signs shall meet all requirements of other sections of this ordinance 
and related codes as applicable. 

6. Mobile signs may be allowed by permit one time per premise for a period 
not to exceed sixty (60) days. 

 
 
409.7 General Requirements 

 
 

In addition to the requirements above, all permitted signs in the city shall adhere to the following 
regulations: 

1. All wiring, fittings, and materials used in construction, connection, 
and operation of electrically illuminated signs shall be in accordance with 
the provisions of the National Electric Safety Code (most recent edition). 

 
2. Illuminated signs shall emit light of a constant intensity. Signs that provide 

weather, time, civic announcements, and public information, and change 
copy electronically are permissible signs however, the Departments of 
Codes and Planning will require a Construction Permit as with any other 
proposed sign. If such signs create a traffic or safety hazard, as determine 
by the Department of Codes and Planning, the Department will be allowed 
to restrict usage of the sign.  

 



3. No projecting sign shall be erected or maintained from the front or face of 
a building a distance of more than one foot. No sign shall be placed on the 
roof of any building so as to project beyond the front or face of the 
building. 

4. No sign or part thereof shall consist of banners, ribbons, streamers, 
spinners, or similar moving devices. If allowed in conjunction with the 
observance of holidays, blinking lights shall not be placed in such a 
manner as to create a safety or traffic hazard. 

 
5. No sign shall be installed, erected, or attached in any form, shape, or 

manner to a fire escape or door so as to interfere with access. 
 

6. Any sign that is found to be non-conforming with these regulations at the 
time of their adoption shall meet the requirements of Section 302.7 dealing 
with non-conforming uses and structures. 

 
7. The only signs allowed in residential districts are those described in 

Section 409.3. One sign may be used to identify a home occupation, and 
shall not exceed four (4) square feet in size. 

 
8. Canopies shall be allowed in commercial areas provided they are at least 

eight (8) feet above the sidewalk and do not extend any closer than eight 
(8) inches to the pavement edge. If a support is used, it must be within 
eight (8) inches of the pavement edge. 

 
9. Should any sign be or become unsafe, be in danger of falling, or be in 

need of repainting or other repair, the owner thereof, or the person 
maintaining the sign, shall upon receipt of written notice from the Codes 
Administrator proceed at once to put said sign in a safe and secure 
condition, or remove the sign. Signs which are non-conforming at the time 
of this ordinance shall be allowed to remain. However, no non-conforming 
sign shall be enlarged or expanded. Once a non-conforming sign has been 
removed, falls, or is destroyed, it shall be replaced only with a sign 
conforming to the requirements of this ordinance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Permit Fees Based on City Ordinance 5-99 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$50.00 to $250.00  $15.00  $251.00 to $500.00  $25.00 
 
$501.00 to $1,200.00  $30.00  $1,201.00 to $ 3,000.00 $40.00 
 
 
 
$3,001.00 to $ 15,000.00  $50.00 (plus $3.00 per $1,000.00 over $3,000.00) 
 
$15,001.00 to $100,000.00  $85.00 (plus $2.75 per $1,000.00 over $15,000.00) 
 
$100,001.00 to $500,00.00  $400.00 (plus $1.50 per $1,000.00 over $100,000.00) 
 
$500,001.00 to $1,000,000.00 $1,000.00 (plus $.15 per $1,000.00 over $500,00.00) 


